
"Flawless" 
Text: Ephesians 1:15-23 

 
On this the Sunday when we celebrate our Savior's return to heaven, we 
pray that that same Savior would continue to shower each of us with his 
grace and peace, until he returns to take us home. Amen. 
 
Dear Fellow Christians: 
 
I walked outside early one morning this week and thought to myself, 
"What a perfect morning." No wind, the lilacs in full bloom, temperature 
just right, garden growing nicely, lawn freshly mowed, no traffic noise 
(mostly because we currently don't have a road, but still), no bugs yet, 
birds singing – just flawless. And then suddenly it wasn't. There are 
weeds in the garden and in the lawn. The sprinkler system needs work. 
My pickup has an oil leak I still haven't found – which also means there's 
oil to clean up. The City didn't pick up the garbage or recycling (the 
absence of a road might have had something to do with that.) And the 
neighbor's cat still thinks my garden is its own private kitty litter box. 
 
Life is like that, isn't it? There's always good, and there's always not-so-
good. How we feel often depends on where we focus. We can choose to 
ruin the good by focusing on what isn't, or we can learn to appreciate 
the good and just deal with the bad how and when we must. One thing 
in particular we need to come to terms with: True perfection is almost 
non-existent. 
 
This morning we examine two things that prove both parts of that 
statement: non-existent, and almost non-existent. 
 
The text that will guide and instruct us this morning is found in Paul's 
Letter to the Ephesians, the First Chapter: 
 
ESV Ephesians 1:15-23  For this reason, because I have heard of your 
faith in the Lord Jesus and your love toward all the saints, 16 I do not 
cease to give thanks for you, remembering you in my prayers, 17 that 
the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give you a 
spirit of wisdom and of revelation in the knowledge of him, 18 having 
the eyes of your hearts enlightened, that you may know what is the 
hope to which he has called you, what are the riches of his glorious 
inheritance in the saints,19 and what is the immeasurable greatness of 
his power toward us who believe, according to the working of his great 
might  20 that he worked in Christ when he raised him from the dead 
and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly places,  21 far above all 

rule and authority and power and dominion, and above every name 
that is named, not only in this age but also in the one to come.  22 
And he put all things under his feet and gave him as head over all 
things to the church, 23 which is his body, the fullness of him who 
fills all in all. 
 
Here ends the very Word of God - of God, not of man. That is why we 
can with full confidence base our entire existence – for time and for 
eternity – upon these words alone. In fact God's Word represents one 
of the few things in this life that truly is flawless. With such confidence 
in these holy words, we pray, "Sanctify us by Your truth, O Lord. 
Your Word is truth. Amen." 
 
The term "perfectionist" is deceptive, isn't it? It seems to imply not only 
the possibility of perfection, but that "perfectionists" actually achieve it 
on a regular basis. In reality, perfectionists are just those who tend to 
be more frustrated by life than others. They push themselves harder in 
an attempt to get where pretty much no one can go.  
 
Don't get me wrong. I love perfectionists. Their houses are typically 
immaculate and well ordered, their yards enhance property values, 
their dishes are spotless, and their craftsmanship is usually awe-
inspiring. Yet perfectionists are usually the first to tell you that they 
never really achieve perfection. What they do is never flawless. They 
just tend to get closer than the rest of us. 
 
But then there was this one guy… 
 
This morning we celebrate the Ascension of Jesus, which occurred 40 
days after his resurrection from the dead. Since the date of Easter 
varies from year to year, no one claims to know the actual date of the 
Ascension. We do know that since Easter is always on a Sunday, and 
since Ascension is always 40 days after Easter, Ascension always falls 
on a Thursday. What we also know about the Ascension is that it 
represents one of the few examples of perfection and completion in 
this profoundly imperfect and incomplete world – the perfect end to the 
flawless life. The ultimate "job well done," once and for all. 
 
And speaking of "a job well done," have you ever plopped down on 
your favorite chair after a long, hard day and thought that to yourself, 
"A job well done!"? It's interesting to hear how many never have that 
feeling. To many, the end of the day just represents a break, a resting 
period, before "the job" starts again the next day. Harder even than 
thinking in terms of "job well done" is to look back at the day and think 



in terms of perfection, even near perfection. What has anyone ever done 
during their entire life that couldn't have been done better? 
 
One thing: the perfection that Jesus Christ came to earth to accomplish, 
the work he came to do. For human beings, death brings an end to our 
work, but that end represents only the termination of an unbroken chain of 
imperfections. God in his Word tells us that even "all our 
righteousnesses are as filthy rags." There is really nothing that we do 
that is truly flawless. That's why it is so hard to comprehend not only the 
life of Jesus Christ, but exactly what the Ascension represents. Christ's 
Ascension was the perfect end to the flawless life. It was Jesus, returning 
to heaven, knowing that he had completed his work perfectly, sinlessly, 
flawlessly. Understand that that work was a lifelong process. From the 
moment he was born, he had to fulfill both the positive and negative of 
every commandment. That means he had to avoid what the 
commandments prohibited and he had to carry out (do) everything they 
commanded. It's one thing, for example, to avoid the act of adultery. It is 
quite another to be consistently pure in every thought, word, and action. 
One thing never to kill, another to "help and be of service to your neighbor 
in every bodily need."  
 
That was the process of our salvation. The hardest part, of course, was 
Good Friday, but the process spanned Jesus' entire lifetime. Jesus 
returned to heaven at his ascension knowing that he had done all that 
needed to be done flawlessly – for you and me. What he offered on the 
cross as our sin payment was nothing less than absolute perfection in 
every conceivable way. It is just astounding when you stop to think of what 
Jesus accomplished, on the one hand, and just how ridiculously 
impossible it would have been for us to supply such perfection for 
ourselves. And yet that is exactly what we would have had to provide if we 
were to save ourselves. 
 
Ascension is the day Jesus got to go back to his Father's side in heaven, 
got to return to the perfect peace, harmony, joy, and contentment that he 
had before he left heaven to enter this sick, broken world and to here earn 
our salvation. What a great day for our Lord. His work was not only done, 
but done absolutely perfectly. It could not have been done any better. That 
is exactly why God the Father did for him what he did upon his return to 
heaven. Our text described it: "God the Father… seated him at his right 
hand in the heavenly places,  21 far above all rule and authority and 
power and dominion, and above every name that is named, not only 
in this age but also in the one to come.  22 And he put all things under 
his feet and gave him as head over all things to the church, 23 which 
is his body, the fullness of him who fills all in all."  

 
So then first on this day we stand in humble awe of just what our Lord 
accomplished, we thank him for it, and we rejoice in the fact that he got 
to go home – his work on earth perfectly completed. 
 
Yet just as the disciples had to shift their attention back to earth after 
they had watched their Lord ascend, so we too must now lower our 
eyes and see that we are still here. We are still trapped in this sin-
broken world, still forced to "work out our salvation with fear and 
trembling," knowing that "the devil, like a roaring lion, still prowls 
about, seeking whom he may devour." That means that one thing 
that we need to recognize is that life for the child of God is also a 
process. 
 
The Apostle Paul understood this, didn't he? He knew that even after 
we are brought to faith, life will always be a process or progression. We 
continually strive for perfection, but we never get there on this earth. 
We just keep pressing on. Paul's words from Philippians 3:12-16: "Not 
that I have already obtained this or am already perfect, but I press 
on to make it my own, because Christ Jesus has made me his 
own.  13 Brothers, I do not consider that I have made it my own. 
But one thing I do: forgetting what lies behind and straining 
forward to what lies ahead,  14 I press on toward the goal for the 
prize of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus."  
 
That's what Christians do, isn't it? We press on. We continue to learn 
and grow, struggling to be more and more like our Savior Jesus – 
knowing that not only could we never do what he did, we will never 
stop growing, learning, struggling, and consistently falling short. 
 
One of the key truths of the Christian faith is the acceptance of the 
universal imperfection of humanity. Jesus didn't do what he did 
because man was good but because man was fatally flawed. Romans 
3:9-12:  All, both Jews and Greeks, are under sin,  10 as it is 
written: "None is righteous, no, not one;  11 no one understands; 
no one seeks for God.  12 All have turned aside; together they 
have become worthless; no one does good, not even one." 
 
Jesus Christ came to earth to do what man could not do, to offer what 
man could not produce – flawless perfection. In fact it's a terrifying 
perversion of the Christian faith to imagine that we need to make 
ourselves worthy and lovable in God's eyes, knowing that a holy God 
can accept nothing less than perfection into his heaven. It's challenge 



enough for us just to have consistently good intentions, let alone 
perfection. 
 
The good news that we learn from God's Word is not the perfection of man 
but the perfection of Jesus Christ. It is only because of the flawless 
execution of our Savior, credited to sinners by God's grace through faith, 
that we are saved, rescued, redeemed. 
 
But just here we find one other startling example of perfection in this world. 
In fact we see it in every single Christian who has been brought by the 
Holy Spirit to trust that Jesus Christ provided the full payment for their sins. 
Every single Christian is, in fact, absolutely sinless, and therefore 
absolutely righteous, in God's eyes. 
 
How could such a thing possibly be true, when everything we do, say or 
think is tainted by sin? The Biblical truth is that perfection is ours in the 
eyes of our God because God equates faith with perfect righteousness. 
This is the amazing beating heart of the true Christian faith. Jesus got our 
sin; we got his righteousness. 
 
The incredible message of the Christian faith is that no matter how much 
sin we see in our lives, God the Father has punished his Son for every last 
one of those sins. Every last sin. God the Father "has laid on (his Son) 
the iniquity of us all." Therefore when God looks into our hearts and 
there finds faith in Jesus Christ, he credits Jesus' perfection to us, having 
placed our sins on Jesus. He looks at us, in other words, as he once 
looked at his Son, declaring before the world, "This is my beloved Son, 
in whom I am well pleased." Now, through faith in that very Son of God, 
you and I have inherited the perfection, the sinlessness, of Jesus Christ. 
That means that to all who trust Jesus Christ to have supplied all the 
goodness necessary to cancel our debt of sin, to every single human 
being who so believes, God says exactly the same thing that he once 
declared to his own Son – "You are my beloved child, in you I am well 
pleased." "Well pleased" not because of any human achievement, but 
because of the sin payment supplied by Jesus Christ and credited to us as 
an undeserved gift. 
 
Comfort your hearts with this truth as you wait for your Savior, who has 
gone ahead to prepare heaven for you. In the meantime, carry on the 
struggle, the process that is the life of the child of God, until that Savior 
returns to take you home. Amen. 
 
 
 

Scripture Readings 
 
ESV Luke 24:44-53  Then he said to them, "These are my words that 
I spoke to you while I was still with you, that everything written about 
me in the Law of Moses and the Prophets and the Psalms must be 
fulfilled."  45 Then he opened their minds to understand the 
Scriptures,  46 and said to them, "Thus it is written, that the Christ 
should suffer and on the third day rise from the dead,  47 and that 
repentance and forgiveness of sins should be proclaimed in his 
name to all nations, beginning from Jerusalem.  48 You are 
witnesses of these things.  49 And behold, I am sending the promise 
of my Father upon you. But stay in the city until you are clothed with 
power from on high."  50 ¶ Then he led them out as far as Bethany, 
and lifting up his hands he blessed them.  51 While he blessed them, 
he parted from them and was carried up into heaven.  52 And they 
worshiped him and returned to Jerusalem with great joy,  53 and 
were continually in the temple blessing God. 
 

ESV Acts 1:1-11  In the first book, O Theophilus, I have dealt with all 
that Jesus began to do and teach,  2 until the day when he was taken 
up, after he had given commands through the Holy Spirit to the 
apostles whom he had chosen.  3 He presented himself alive to them 
after his suffering by many proofs, appearing to them during forty days 
and speaking about the kingdom of God.  4 And while staying with 
them he ordered them not to depart from Jerusalem, but to wait for the 
promise of the Father, which, he said, "you heard from me;  5 for John 
baptized with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit not 
many days from now."  6 ¶ So when they had come together, they 
asked him, "Lord, will you at this time restore the kingdom to Israel?"  7 
He said to them, "It is not for you to know times or seasons that the 
Father has fixed by his own authority.  8 But you will receive power 
when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be my 
witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end 
of the earth."  9 And when he had said these things, as they were 
looking on, he was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their sight.  10 
And while they were gazing into heaven as he went, behold, two men 
stood by them in white robes,  11 and said, "Men of Galilee, why do 
you stand looking into heaven? This Jesus, who was taken up from 
you into heaven, will come in the same way as you saw him go into 
heaven."   
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The Opening Prayer by the Pastor  

  

The Opening Hymn – 738 (Brown Hymnal) 
 "Hallelujah! Sing to Jesus" 
  

The Order of Service – Supplement page 12ff.  (Brown Hymnal) 
 

The Scripture Lessons: (Printed on the back page of this bulletin) 
 

The First Lesson: (Luke 24:44-53) Our first lesson gives a very basic 
eye-witness account of the event we celebrate on this day – the 
Ascension of Jesus. Note, however, in this lesson how Jesus focuses 
not so much on what was going to happen to him, which was clearly a 
most glorious event for him, as on what was going to happen to his 
disciples after he left. The gift that he promised to send to them was the 
outpouring of the Holy Spirit, the event we know as Pentecost. 
 

Psalm 2 (Supplement page 30) (Brown Hymnal) 

 

The Second Lesson: (Acts 1:1-11) Luke, having given a basic account 
of Jesus' Ascension in his Gospel, here gives a more detailed account 
of that same event. Again he points to the importance of the gift of the 
Holy Spirit. Once that gift was given, the understanding of the disciples 
was dramatically deepened or increased – so much so that from that 
day forward they no longer thought in base, earthly terms but as their 
Savior had taught them. 
 

The Confession of Faith -  
 The Apostolic Creed – page 15. (Brown Hymnal) 
 

The Pre-Sermon Hymn – 222 (Red Hymnal) 
 "Look, Ye Saints, the Sight Is Glorious" 
 

The Sermon – Text: Ephesians 1:15-23  (Printed on the back page of this bulletin) 
      "Flawless" 
   

The Offertory – (Supplement page 16 insert) 

 

The Post-Sermon Hymn – 212 (Stanzas 1-5) (Red Hymnal) 
 "A Hymn of Glory Let Us Sing" 
 

The Prayers followed by the Lord's Prayer  

 

The Closing Hymn – 216 (Red Hymnal) 
 "On Christ's Ascension I Now Build" 
 

Silent Prayer 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Attendance – Sunday (32) Average (40)  

 

This Week at St. Paul: 
 Today  -10:00 a.m. – Worship Service 
   -11:00 a.m.  – Fellowship Hour 
 Wednesday -6:00 p.m.  – Confirmation Class 
 Next Sunday -10:00 a.m. – Worship Service 
   -11:00 a.m.  – Fellowship Hour 
          

CLC News –Pastor Michael Gurath has returned the call to St Luke’s of 
Lemmon. Redeemer of Bowdle and Zion of Ipswich have called Pastor 
Paul Tiefel. Teacher Neil Bernthal has returned the call to Immanuel of 
Mankato. Teacher Dan Barthels has returned the call to Redeemer of 
Cheyenne, WY. Teacher Quinn Sprengeler is considering the call to 
Holy Trinity of West Columbia.  

  

Church Council Notes – The Church Council met on May 17th. All 
members, plus the Pastor, were present. Treasurer Mantz reported 
that offerings were short of budgeted needs in April by about $2,000. 
Some of the equipment needed to begin projecting to the TV screens 
is on backorder. Projection on one screen only will be possible next 
Sunday. Podcasts of sermons will begin shortly. WCDC has been 
rescheduled for July 30-Aug 2 in Denver. A late-summer multi-
congregation outing is being investigated. Site would be Crystal 
Springs, east of Bismarck. Resuming Holy Communion will be 
revisited in the next Council meeting on June 14. 

 

Confirmation – Confirmation was resumed last Wednesday, and is 
scheduled to continue until the completion of the study of the 
Catechism. Confirmation of 2nd year students will follow, date to be 
determined.  

 

Daily Rest Meditations – Subscriptions to the CLC publication "Daily 
Rest" were renewed earlier this month. That means that if you 
currently have a subscription, it was renewed. Cost is $15 for the 
year, which includes four editions sent out quarterly. Payment can be 
marked "Daily Rest" and placed in the offering box. 

The Sunday after Ascension – May 24, 2020 

Welcome! - We warmly welcome any visitors who might be with us this 
morning and invite you to join us every Sunday at this time. St. Paul is a 
congregation in fellowship with the Church of the Lutheran Confession 
(CLC) – a conservative Lutheran synod with churches and missions 
throughout the United States, as well as Canada, India, and Africa. We 
are glad you are here. Thank you for letting us share the Word of God 
with you. Please record your visit in our Guest Book, and come again! 


